
  
Luke 6:27-38  
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We continue reading from Luke's collection of the teachings of Jesus known as the 'Sermon on the 
Plain'. The essence of this reading is found in verses 27 and 28. There is a radical new commandment 
here, given to all the disciples of Jesus, that we should love our enemies. This commandment is found 
in Matthew and Luke, in their respective collections of Jesus' teaching, and in both gospels this new 
precept challenges the opinions of the contemporaries of Jesus: 'I say this to you.' The commandment 
is elaborated in the following verses, and repeated in verse 35. We are called to be like God, because 
we are children of God.  

Throughout Luke's gospel Jesus reveals the compassion of God, and the call is for us to 'be 
compassionate as your Father is compassionate'. The vocation of the Christian is not to 'treat others as 
you would like them to treat you', but, in a far more demanding manner, to 'do as God does'.  

  

To what extent do I live the gospel command to 'love your enemies'?  

 Is compassion a guiding factor in my dealings with others?  

 Let us pray that we may truly imitate the love of Christ.  

 Let us pray for generosity of heart in all we do.  
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