
 
 
 
Luke 18:1-8 

1 Jesus told his disciples a parable about the need to pray continually and never 
lose heart. 2 'There was a judge in a certain town,' he said, 'who had neither fear of 
God nor respect for man. 3 In the same town there was a widow who kept on 
coming to him and saying, "I want justice from you against my enemy!" 4 For a 
long time he refused, but at last he said to himself, "Maybe I have neither fear of 
God nor respect for man, 5 but since she keeps pestering me I must give this widow 
her just rights, or she will persist in coming and worry me to death."' 

6 And the Lord said, 'You notice what the unjust judge has to say? 7 Now will not God see justice done 
to his chosen who cry to him day and night even when he delays to help them? 8 I promise you, he will 
see justice done to them, and done speedily. But when the Son of Man comes, will he find any faith on 
earth?' 

Other readings: Exodus 17:8-13 Psalm 120 (121) 2 Timothy 3:14-4:2 

This gospel reading presents us with the stark choice facing us all. Are we people of faith who amid all the 
troubles of the world know that we are in the hands of God? Or are we faithless and despairing? When the 
Son of Man comes, will he indeed find faith on the earth? 

The widow who prays for justice against her enemy reflects the plight of so many millions who cry out to 
God to put right the injustices of the world. The human yearning that the life of all people be respected and 
fostered is deeply felt by Christians. 

Christians know that God has entrusted to creation, and to human beings, the awesome gift of freedom, 
which has both wonderful and devastating consequences. Freedom makes possible acts of selfless heroism, 
courage and generosity, the finest expressions of that human love which reflects the love of God. Freedom 
also makes possible acts of unutterable cruelty and hatred, which are equally the free choice of human 
beings. 

The prayer of the widow represents the anguish of so many millions who cry out for justice and a resolution 
of the problems of the world. Amid such widespread distress Christians point to the overriding loving 
kindness of God, who 'will see justice done'. The reality of God's loving kindness is seen repeatedly in the 
loving human responses to the troubles of this world, and above all in the self-giving love of Christ, made 
present at each Eucharist. 

Faith tells us that we are constantly held by God. It is crucial to confront the power of self-obsession and 
disbelief with the power of loving kindness, faith and prayer. 

Do I trust in the overriding goodness of God amid all the troubles of the world? 

Do I blame God for suffering and pain? 

Let us pray for faith to inspire our words and deeds. 

Let us ask for the gift of perseverance in prayer. 
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