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It is an ancient tradition that we read the gospel of the temptation of Jesus on the first Sunday of 
Lent. There is the obvious connection that Jesus spends forty days in the wilderness, but there are 
deeper reasons. In each of the synoptic gospels we are told how, before his ministry begins, Jesus, 
filled with the Spirit, encounters the spirit of evil. It is what his ministry is all about. It is what our 
lives are all about. To overcome evil with goodness is the constant challenge of the gospel.  

In the longer narratives in Matthew and Luke we are given what amounts to a profound reflection on 
the nature of temptation. To use God-given powers for selfish ends is a temptation rife in our 
modern times. To worship the source of evil recalls our modern confusion about what is morally 
good and morally bad. To put God to the test is similarly familiar. Jesus withstands each of these 
tests. Our gospel ends with the departure of the devil ‘to return at the appointed time’. Luke knows 
that the critical time will come at Calvary.  

Which temptations are present in my life and how should I withstand them? 

Do I share the moral confusion of the present time?  

Let us pray for honesty in order to change our attitudes and our behaviour.  

Let us pray for the strength of God’s Spirit to put our lives to right this Lent.  

Image from: www.cruzblanca.org 

 

Page 1 of 1

11/10/2007http://www.catholiceastanglia.org/liturgy/index.php?module=pagemaster&PAGE_user_op=view...


