
 
 

  Luke 2:41-52  
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Today’s gospel gives us a rare glimpse of the ‘hidden life’ of Jesus, the years he spent under the care of Mary 
and Joseph. Luke displays their fidelity to their Jewish faith, and he underlines the autonomy of the young 
Jesus in staying behind in Jerusalem. We encounter the mystery of the Son of God who has become man. He is 
fully human and subject to his parents, but from his earliest years Jesus is involved in his Father’s affairs. The 
Temple doctors are astounded at the learning of Jesus, and this prepares for the astonishment of the crowds 
once his public ministry begins.  

The story reaches its climax with the finding of Jesus by his parents. Luke stresses the anxiety of Mary, 
foreshadowing the three days of anguish when Jesus dies. His parents did not understand Jesus’ words, but 
Mary will ‘store these things in her heart’. She is the contemplative who receives the word and puts it into 
practice. Luke brings the stories of Jesus’ early life to an end by reminding us that Jesus grew in wisdom as the 
years passed.  

  

What does this story of Jesus’ adolescence really teach us?  

How is Luke preparing us for later events in the gospel story?  

Let us pray for patience with ourselves and with others as we seek to grow in wisdom.  

Let us pray for all our young people that they will be open to doing God’s will.  
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