
Mark 10:17-30

17 Jesus was setting out on a journey when a man ran up, knelt before him and put this

question to him, 'Good master, what must I do to inherit eternal life?' 18 Jesus said to

him, 'Why do you call me good? No one is good but God alone. 19 You know the

commandments: You must not kill; You must not commit adultery; You must not steal;

You must not bring false witness; You must not defraud; Honour your father and

mother.' 20 And he said to him, 'Master, I have kept all these from my earliest days.' 21

Jesus looked steadily at him and loved him, and he said, 'There is one thing you lack. Go and sell everything

you own and give the money to the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven; then come, follow me.' 22

But his face fell at these words and he went away sad, for he was a man of great wealth.

23 Jesus looked round and said to his disciples, 'How hard it is for those who have riches to enter the

kingdom of God!' 24 The disciples were astounded by these words, but Jesus insisted, 'My children,' he said

to them, 'how hard it is to enter the kingdom of God! 25 It is easier for a camel to pass through the eye of a

needle than for a rich man to enter the kingdom of God.' 26 They were more astonished than ever. 'In that

case,' they said to one another, 'who can be saved?' 27 Jesus gazed at them. 'For men,' he said, 'it is

impossible, but not for God: because everything is possible for God.'

28 Peter took this up. 'What about us?' he asked him. We have left everything and followed you.' 29 Jesus

said, 'I tell you solemnly, there is no one who has left house, brothers, sisters, father, children or land for

my sake and for the sake of the gospel 30 who will not be repaid a hundred times over, houses, brothers,

sisters, mothers, children and land - not without persecution - now in this present time and, in the world to

come, eternal life

Other readings: Wisdom 7:7-11 Psalm 89 (90) Hebrews 4:12-13

After the initial discussion about eternal life, Jesus addresses an issue which has always faced Christians. Are

riches an obstacle to faith? Jesus' answer is that riches can be an impediment to the life of a disciple. The

astonishment of the disciples arises from the belief that material prosperity is a reward from God. Jesus does not

seem to share this view.

Instead, Jesus maintains that material possessions may well be an obstacle to salvation. For this reason Christians

are invited 'to leave everything'. If this is not possible they should ensure that whatever they possess and whatever

power they have is used for the good of others. The real enemy is selfishness. It is selfishness that kills love.

What is my attitude to my material possessions?

Do I allow selfishness to dominate my life, or any part of it?

Let us pray for those who have left everything in order to serve Christ.

Let us pray for wisdom and courage as we seek to live in a similar way.


